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" NATIONAL sncumrv COUNCIL |

URGENT. ACTION
August 22, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT

FROM: MARY BROWNELL #2
SUBJECT: S Méssagé to Governor‘rRe‘agan im ‘Tiajuana River

Flood Control Project

Attached at Tab B in response to your request to State is a memorandum from
State outlining the basic problem raised by San Diego Mayor Wilson in his
" letter to Mrs. Armstrong. I forwards 2 suggested message to be used as
‘the basis of a phone call or a telegram to Governor Reagan from either
‘Mrs. Armstrong or yourself, urging his efforts with the California State
Legislature to obtain approval this session of $4.7 million needed to enable
the City of San Diego to meet most of its pledge toward the Ti juana Flood
“Control Pro ject. Unkss the funds are appropriated (the legislature adjourns
August 30) at the municipal-state level, it will not be possible to justify the

3 matchmg federal monies to cover the balance of the cost of the works,

The project‘ is an important one to Mexico. We reached an agreement with
. the Mexican Government in June 1967 to build the joint project, aimed at"
 preventing flood damage in both countries. In 1970 Mexico was given autho- -
rization to go ahead and build the works on their side of the border. Those
works have been completed. We therefore have a commitment to Mexico to
fulfill our side of the agreement. Should there be a flood in the meantime,
_the Mexican public would hold the U. S, respons1ble for any flood damage in

i bbb b e i

Mextco.

“Assistant Secretary of State Jack Kubisch sent a letter (also at Tab B) to
Governor Reagan on August 16 expressing concern over a reported decrease

in anticipated state funding for the project and asking the Governor's personal _
intervention to secure funding adequate to enable San Diego to meet its com-

. mitments for the project. Since that time the State Legislature Committee has
deferred its scheduled hearing on the funding legislation., Without the Governor's .
intervention, the legislature probably will not act on the funding problem before
adjourning for the year. The San Diego mayor has therefore asked for White
House support to reinforce Kubisch's expression of concern and interest,

In view of our commitments to Mexico, I agree with State's recommendation
that such an expression of support be made. I recommend that you handle
it by calling Governor Reagan and making the following points:

No Objectlon To Declassmcatlon m FuEI 20? 1/05/02 LOC HAK 49-5- 25 5

W?W“—" . L el

ey ¢ i



* No Objection To Dedlassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-49-5-25-5

You understand that Assistant Secretary of State Kubisch has communicated
~with the Governor regarding the State Department's hope for timely action
- by the California State Legislature to provide adequate funds for San Diego
“toc meet - its commitments for the International Tiajuana Rwer Flood Con-

o trol ProJect

- _We are‘conCerned that, should there be a major flood, there would prbbably .

be damage in Mexico as well as in the U.S,, damage for which the Mexican
public would hold the United States responmble. We therefore place prior-

| 1ty on t1me1y construction of our portion of this pr03ect. 1

You now understand the Staite Leglslature ma.y adjourn without acting on
the subject., You wish to indicate the importance which the White House
places on securing construction of the project and express your hope that
he will assist in assuring favorable a¢t%n by the Legxslature before 1t

" adjourns in securing the necessary funds.

‘RECOMMENDATION

That'you cé.ll Governof Reag‘an to make the above poini:s. :

A‘p'p'rc‘)vie : D % Disapprove

a7

| Alternately, that you or Mrs, Armstrong send Governor Reagan the

telegram at Tab A urgmg his support for funding from the State
Legislature, ‘

Approve, I will send

Appxdve, Mrs. Armstrong will send

Disapprove

Attachments:

Tab A -- Suggested. Telegram

: - Tab B -- State Back-up ‘Memo
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- SUGGESTED TELEGRAM

' The Honorable Ronald Reagan
- Governor of California ‘

- Sacramento

I ﬁave bc—‘:en‘informed that Corﬁmittee Hearings séheduled by
‘the‘C‘alifc‘»rn‘ia State Legislature on legislatioﬁ which would enable the Cit.y
'o£ San Diego to fﬁlfi.ll its obliga,tioﬁs in connecpion with the Intérnational
Tij'uan'.i ‘Rive‘r Fiood C,‘orxtlrc‘:lf’foject have been deferred. I‘fﬁrther
uhders‘i‘:a.nd thé.t‘a.t‘ .th.i.s late date in the cui-rent -session of ‘the'Leg‘i_slature,lf
San‘.Diégo‘“w'illl ‘ha‘ve difficulfy in‘ sécuring gdbption of its prc;posé.l. We
i‘egard construction of this project as important both because of the |
bcm‘:ﬁts-\ it\t&i;l provide and beca#sé cf‘cur commitments f:e",Me;‘:ico te
éémple.te the joint project. | In the event of a major ﬂobd befdré completion
of the project, there would probably be damage in Mexico as weil as in:fhe
Un‘ited States, damage for which the Mexicé,n public would h@ld tﬁe U. S. .
respohsib}e. - We therefore urge you to as si;t San'tDiegd in its ‘effortsh to
.obté.in. during this session of the.Legislature the funding neces sarky to dq its :

part in securing construction of the flood control project.

(from)
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